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1. Introduction

The Design Statement describes Whilton parish as it is today and highlights the
gualities valued by its residents. It has been produced by a group of parishioners on
behalf of the Parish Council, so that local knowledge, views and ideas may
contribute to improving the quality of our environment. Consultation with the
community and local groups has occurred to assist in generation of the Statement.

This Design Statement is aimed at ensuring that our local distinctiveness and
character is taken into consideration when local planning decisions are being taken.
A Consultation Draft Design Statement was placed before Planning Committee on
26/9/07 and Strategy Group on 11/10/07. It was accompanied by a separate
Sustainability Appraisal (Consultation Draft). Consultation took place on these
documents for 6 weeks until 14/12/07. These documents returned to Planning
Committee on 2/4/08 and Strategy Group on 17/4/08.

The consultation was in accordance with the
Involvement. This design statement was adopted as a Supplementary Planning

Document by Daventry District Council at Full Council on 15/5/08 and supports

policies in the Daventry District Local Plan 1997 and the emerging Local

Development Framework. The Sustainability Appraisal was approved as a separate

document.

A copy of the report of Consultatebgtenori s avai
from Daventry District Council on 01327 302559.

Change is brought about not only by large developments, but also by the smaller
day-to-day adjustments to homes and gardens, open spaces, paths and hedges,
which alter the look and feel of the whole village. The Parish Design Statement is
therefore addressed to:

e Planners, developers, builders, architects, designers, engineers
e Statutory bodies and public authorities
e Householders and local businesses

e Local community groups

2. Parish Preferences

This Parish Design Statement contains both Planning Guidelines and Parish

Preferences. The Planning Guidelines carry planning weight. Parish Preferences

are those items raised by the parish during the preparation of this document which

fall outside the remit of a Design Statement, for example they are development,

rather than design issues. Rather than discard these issues, they have been
highlighted as fAParish Preferences. 0 They a
information the desires of the parish but carry no planning weight.




3. Parish Context

Whilton parish lies at the southern edge of a low range of undulating hills, known as
the Northamptonshire Heights. It is four miles east of Daventry and is roughly
triangular in shape covering 400 hectares. See Map A. It contains two diverse
settlements Whilton village and Whilton Locks.

On its western boundary the parish contains 4 major arterial transport features
running north, south.

e Watling Street - A5 trunk
road

e West Coast Main Line
railway

e M1 Motorway

e Grand Union Canal

The sewage treatment works for

the Daventry area is situatedt o t he east of Whilton Locks an
northern boundary. Map A highlights the important features. The parish currently
has approximately 300i nhabi tants including an increasi:

residents on boats in the marina.

4. Landscape

The soil character is clay, which provides excellent grazing for sheep and cattle as

well as good arable soil. There are long views across the parish afforded by the open

countryside. The field boundaries are marked by rich and varied hedgerows. The
parish contains approximately 5km of
footpaths and bridleways within its
boundaries. Ridge and furrow fields are
still evident and there are limited woods,
coppices and ponds, both natural and
man made across the parish.

The southern edge of the parish is
designated as a Special Landscape
Area in the Daventry District Local Plan
(1997).

There is one County Wildlife Site in the parish i broadleaf woodland at Whilton
Marsh.

Bannaventa, a Roman staging post protected by law as site of architectural and
historical interest, is a Scheduled Ancient Monument and lies on the western fringe
of the parish.




