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The 200 Club is essential to raise funds for carrying out improvements to the Village
Hall for the benefit of the community in the parish of Whilton. The rental income that
is received, at present, just about covers the overhead expenses incurred in running
the Village Hall

In this present age it is difficult to recruit volunteers to assist in the operating of the
200 Club particularly the collection of the annual membership subscription. The
present year runs from 1% January to 31% December meaning that the initial
collections take place mainly in the dark evenings. After considering all factors it has
been decided to move the commencement date for the year to 1° April 2009 which
is felt will more acceptable to the volunteer collectors.

Until recently we’ve had four collectors, one having resigned in January of this year
after many years of collecting, and at least one other has indicated they would like
to be relieved of this duty, having been involved since the inception in the early
1990s.

We do urgently need further volunteers for the start of the new year on 1°' April 2009
and anyone who has time available and would like to assist, please contact

Shirley & Derek Brown on 842968.
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It was very sad to lose Dorothy so soon after Ken. She was a much beloved
and loving wife, a devoted sister and dedlcated ‘mother and grandmother
and a dear friend. |

- For over sixty years Dorothy & Ken had an intensely loving marriage. There
was never enough time for them to fit in all the things they liked to do
together. They shared so many interests: music and singing, the natural
world, National Trust outings, the theatre, eating out, spending time with
friends and family and visiting new places. They were never bored together
except that Dorothy could never quite share Ken’s passion for steam
engines. Dorothy was also a wonderful housewife who did all that she could
to create a perfect home for the family. Indeed, there is a rumour that
Whilton had been dust free since the Mlllenmum when they moved in.

Although she made Iookmg after all of the family the focus of her life, she
had many creative talents which she could have exploited if she hadn't been
so busy putting everyone else first. When Jill was young it was she who
taught her how to draw and paint. She loved literature, especially poetry and
she spent many of the lonely hours since Ken’s death re-reading some of
the classics including all the works of Jane Austen which she loved to
discuss with her daughter Jill. \

Since Ken’s death Dorothy coped bnlllantly but we aII know how desperately
she missed him.

The courage she has shown over the last year has been tremendous
particularly during the months when she was so ill prior to her death.

Dorothy was very much involved with activities in the village, WI,
Yoga, the Local History Society, Whilton Gardeners’ Association
and also showed a great interest in Roughmoor Spinney. She was
also a supporter for all the social events and always volunteered to
help.

Dorothy and I had a I,i,ttte' social luncheon arrangement, once or
twice a month, trying out various local restaurants. This was very
enjoyable as she was very easy to talk to and was an amazing
listener. Sadly these outings had to cease when Dorothy became
ill.

Shirley Brown




PARISH MATTERS

FINANCE

All Parish Councillors were present for the Parish Council meeting on 3" November.
Cheques were approved for payments for electricity, printing the Newsletter, the clerk’s
salary and rent for the Village Hall. The annual audit has now been completed with no
matters requiring a separate report.

There was a preliminary discussion concerning the budget for next year, which will be
decided at the January meeting. Councillors were asked to decide whether to include
an amount for a new light at the Locks. It was agreed that the purchase of a new mower
will not be included in the budget, but that some money will be earmarked for “sprucing
up” the village before next year’s Village of the Year competition.

APPROVAL OF NEW MODEL PUBLICATIONS SCHEME

It was agreed to adopt the New Model Publications Scheme, and that the village website
should be used for minutes, agendas and current information. Other records will be
available in hard copy from the Clerk. This decision will be reviewed if required.

PLANNING

The Parish Council has been notified that permission has been granted for a
conservatory at The Coach House (at DA/2008/0814), and for a replacement dwelling
and associated landscape works at Roughmoor Grounds, (DA/2008/0870.)

Parish Council approach to planning applications and following up decisions.
Greg Lye and Nora Swinford declared an interest and left the room, as the planning
consent for 7 South View was being discussed. The DDC decision to give permission
for this development included in its notes that there had been no response from the
Parish Council. In fact a response had been e-mailed, which had received an out of
office reply from the DDC. There has been no apology or explanation, and it was agreed
that the Parish Council should write expressing disappointment and concern that the
system did not work on this occasion.

In addition it was agreed that:

o The Clerk should set up a tracking system, to make sure that our
messages are received by the DDC.

o When responding to an application, the Parish Council should
automatically request a copy of the case officer’s review as soon as it is
made.

There was also some concern that the DDC made no mention of the Design Statement,
which was adopted on 15 May 2008.

Greg Lye and Nora Swinford rejoined the meeting, but as the discussion turned to the
rejection of planning permission for the barn at the end of Brington Lane, Susan
Wingrave declared an interest and left the room. Councillors agreed that the work being
done to the above property is not against planning regulations, except for the use of the
entrance, for which, it is understood, there is no permission. The Clerk was asked to
contact the Planning Enforcement Officer to check this. Susan Wingrave rejoined the
meeting.



Daventry growth

The appeal concerning the applications for developments in Daventry is to be held in
Northampton from 20 January 2009. It was agreed that Whilton will not send anyone to
speak, but that our written representations will stand.

The DDC consultation on the Proposed Conservation Area: Daventry Reservoir, will be
circulated among Councillors

ROADS AND SAFETY

Mike Lewis reported that the traffic survey will shortly be taking place. The Parish Walk
was arranged for Saturday 15" November. The resulting list of problems needing
attention has been reported. This includes the water lying on the road near the railway
bridge at the Locks, and the blocked drains through the whole parish.

STREET FURNITURE

The quotes for erecting and altering street fumniture were opened. It was agreed that
the quote from CPM for £490.00 be accepted. It was suggested that the old seat from
the Green could be placed on the allotments, if this was permissible. It was agreed to
request E.ON to remove the ivy obscuring the street light at the steps to South View.
The new village sign

It was agreed to have a competition for a design for the new village sign, with a small
prize.

ELECTRICITY IN WHILTON

A DVD has been received from E.ON explaining reasons for short electricity cuts. Mike
Lewis said that other electricity cuts had been caused by a problem at Thrupp, which
has affected an area much wider than Whilton.

POLICE

The first Police Community Support Officer surgery in Whilton has taken place, and the
next surgeries will be in the Village Hall from 1 — 2 p.m. on Saturday 29" November and
from 2 — 3 p.m. on Friday 19" December.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Monday 5™ January 2009.
All are welcome.

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mike Lewis, Chairman, 3 Whilton Locks Cottages
Ken Bowers, Heritage, Brington Lane

Jonathan Hanslip, Rustlings, Brington Lane
Greg Lye, 1 Langton Rise

Nora Swinford, 1 South View

Michael Thomas, 3 Langton Rise

Susan Wingrave, Foxhill, Brington Lane
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Clerk to the Parish Council:
Anthea Hiscock, Langton House



Christmas Competition: A new Village Sign

Wheel (Wheal-ton)

What’s your style?

The canal
How would you design

the new
Whilton Village Sign?

Whilton music

High speed train Sheep Motorway Steam engine

The Parish Council invite all parishioners to draw or paint a design for the
new sign. There will be a small prize for the best entry.
The design should fit into the rectangular frame on the Village Green, and
may incorporate any of the following:

o Whilton crops and livestock: e.g. woad, barley, sheep, cattle.

o Routes through Whilton: Roman roads, canal, motorway, railway

o Whilton buildings

o Your own idea
Please leave your entries, W|th your name and address, at Langton House,
Main Street, by Monday 5™ January 2009.






